D102 st =0t
O1CI0
12

LE



El0IS

20214

I =]

Rl El=n
__1._1 r
i[EIErSEE= Ol '

OIC IOl
2|1

LE




Of |



=P

I.

ol
ofr
E]

tel (ol,

[{[e}

Ki

x|

14

Children, Museums and Education

George E. Hein (0|2, KA

22

O O
™ <
=
-
3l
T
<F g =
A [
= = O
ol Bl
5 = o
ujo ol = —~
1Kq nd S R@
g S h o
o ol T = K
o My mg
El S Ko © of
Ol Ml JI ™
3 1] T oF =l
e ~— —_
P omg =z
3 LTS
o  ar 1T N1
T
A
| wmom
or % ol o
e | R
o H = Ho i
B Ty | w0
3l g | FZ
oK Ml oc ol o
= we | i
S A
o o M o
we | oy
SO K0 o
1+
) o o o (@}
n ®, 0[S,
< e 3|3 =
il ol
1 N
ﬁr_ 0l 1l
1A _Hr_ﬁ
[0} i)
S 3 8 g
n n
O SO

7k| 3ixi2} oj2

rHo

fal

ik

52

il
#

ofzlo|7t of2lo| E[A| 5t= A5

ofzlo]

& =0I5t=

2

15:00

~
_x_._.
~
il
v
ut
o
IS
[}
™
Kl
o

0

el

a0

K

oF

o+

o

u &

<

ol o

Ko ~O

o o

[SENN

CUE 2

OiCI0d

60

FitzFHICT 22X €

TH &8

e

<r
10k

15:20
15:30

2]

66

b 2%

5

0{210]7} ofZlo] E[A|

15:30

00 AN
N~ (0)]
0
o
o
il
)
a0 K.
<k ol
E ol
IF =<
o moos
| —
T — =
E A i
T RO = ©
iy ol II m._m
Mo ® g o
o oF X =)
o] B o< A
| ol <o (M}
~o H F o
=0
o
oF
o
B
= F b
W M %
| I+ <
1 X i
Rl N = T fr
o Ho E RO &l
T | oaE | e
o oo B0
- | B8 | E2
2 S o ™
s | wl | m§
© S H=
Ls
i | o —
& s m
H e
o o o o (@)
S|l ., @ | @, 9
©|le e | &
E =
[=] 224 [=]
] \I-”
—_p— 104
) @
[ = | S~
—— ol ﬁ~|
[ ]
O o
m ™
o™
AN

17:00

17:30

https://www.youtube.com/user/koreanmuseum

@ YouTube 2 A2t SA



8
ofzlol, 2 2|1 1S €8

—

ZX| stel (0]=, nK st
14
Children, Museums and Education

George E. Hein (0|2, 1 5tX})

22

36

Szputgat ofzio] 27ke| #xie} ofe

utois| (FEEYEtE 2 0f2I0[2HS 2tat SHOI| G17LA})
46

EE ‘Hi*= ofzlor

oA (RERFXIZ 2E)

01 C| O

12

01 2 H




ojge],

v 2 3}

1=

2) http://earlylearninginmuseums.com

3) J=FHLE T2 17530 2 3|Hol|

QFL ‘ojdol, WEI, ‘W’ olgHs Tolrt §4 AFE w7t Bsyth H AlA ket ME M FZxe| P& 27
, . . o BZHE[OZ 17591 ‘R E SiK0|D
vlEo 2 S staol N TBARTE Suth BEsh Atk w olglol 5 e A% e e
S92 e IFEd A7 R ERS WEFUY. 33 HEES ofdelEl wee e ATES Bt 9l
= - ol o oo > UEHE Oj2| MFHFHOM BEAZLE
Z:‘léol-:]—'— oA o]';‘_'— ZHU] AT 73]'_/_,\_0]111 ’J—E\_ %]"1:*1: J‘ﬂ""l_z:]l o] E‘]':‘l 017:];1(:1]'4]:]' H]—E oA 75| HBHE| QI
HL ojgo|Eo] Y3 AL Ao g AAAHA s5E 4 U= S AR 4) “T2ASD 0|5 ALRE
skt ZrAsiHaiof w2t 70| ol 100|
1F7LE[HM REEHEHE A 5U2
siutet SXISItolA), s 22 F,
up2 Aol 4 ojelolSo] MHEgo] oA ofRlol 5 913 uE o] A9l 2 OFF|St 392 btelol Hetsisict:
. B } L . Alexander E.(1983). Museum Masters:
% H]EZ“] 54%9*] ?—:']?:} E]' %}Hﬁ]'ﬂﬂ' -}f-;g‘%% E‘lc')rg}—lv:'— q'oo]:?].' %}%ﬂ E—% ZE7 Their Museums and Their Influence.
%q }\,] 001:94 /‘]’§] 755] ‘]oﬂ =1 Nashville, The American Association

for State and Local History.

o= b 5) Higgins. H. H.(1884). “Museums of
ABeTo FAT 2090 AYE =451 AL, 28, W} =19 LA, 7] Natural History,” Transactions of the
~y = . - . 5 Literary and Philosophical Society of
e} ABIE ol thet Foluk: MU A% 7)) ol TAAGU MEA AHE1E A e
ol x T 7| ELC Azl A Zz4 Q] 2] A © A 1= A
= ]71] ! ]LEL A= ]' ! %Oﬂ <) -I%L]E]— Jﬁ‘:]—--‘i ]':9:]"] Tﬁ-i‘ -1-1_ ]'91] 6) Goode, G. B.(1888/1991).
TAALY 48 FASIEE O EHRSUTE AAE o] WS G457 &) 71 A “Museum-History and Museums of
- - - History.” In S. G. Kohlstedt, The Origins
5_]'25_]_' %EHQ*] ;g]“l:r]‘% ;‘J'F_X]' X] a5 j—-/ﬁ]! O]'—T'— 911%]’] E]' of Natural Science in America: The
2o 2R oAb Qo EQ 3 Q1B A gjEo] o]d W AL Essays of George Brown Washington,
D. C. Smithsonian Institution Press.
p.307.
T =0l Al e BHEd F AR = 184]17] SRk A 194]7] ZRto] %] 7) Goode, G. B.(1888/1991). “Museum-
o-];fil:]— o] }_7] &]—%1%% %_]2(_1[75]9_@1_ ‘ar ung,}o]uf EHT 7;]]&01] 0101/\-] History and Museums cA)fAHistory. In
S. G. Kohlstedt, The Origins of Natural
L AG 1 ASE s 2uk Al Z ek Science in America: The Essays
1) Witling, A. S.(1949). The Museum, of George Brown Goode, pp.297-
Its History and Its Tasks in Education, 319. Washington, D. C. Smithsonian
London, Routledge and Keagan Paul. Institution Press, p.306.
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13) Sang Hyun Kim(2013). “The
Problem of Authority: What Can
Korean Education Learn From Dewey?”
Education & Culture, 29(1), pp.64-83.

14) Rogoff, B.(2003). The Cultural
Nature of Human Development, 2003,
Oxford University Press Zt11.

15) Lindsay, G. M.(2015). “2{|X|2 of| 2z
ofe| ¥=of 720l cist 42 o[Zh2|0F u
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9| 7|2 5k (Reflections in the mirror
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cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=28
71&context=sspapers. 2021 9& 24!
Za,

16) https://bostonchildrensmuseum.
org/exhibits-programs/programs/
health-wellness

17) 1. Journal of Museum
Education(2012). “Special Issue on
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18) Shaeffer, S. E.(2015). Engaging
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Routledge; Hackett, A., R. Holmes,
C. Marae, eds.(2020). Working
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Routledge; Shaffer S. E., ed.(2021).
International Thinking on Children

in Museums: A Sociocultural View of
Practice. Routledge.
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September (2018). (in publication)
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Children,

Museums and

Edu Cati On George E. I——Iein

EEREE A

The words, “Children”, “Museums” and “Education” are easily spoken
together today. School groups visit museums the world over. We all recognize
and appreciate that children, in family groups or with friends, visit museums
regularly. Public museums are generally recognized as appropriate, safe,
and delightful places for children, and that these visits can be educational.
Museums provide a natural setting for children to learn in powerful and

pleasant ways.

A bit of museum history may be useful to remind us that children in
museums and museums for children are relatively recent developments in the
history of museums. Public museums with their wide range of collections,
activities, and educational programs are a modern notion. They are a Western
(European) social invention closely associated with what is usually called “The
Enlightenment,” a major Western socio-political shift of the 18th Century. This
movement diminished the power of royalty and religious authority, shifting
increased responsibility for governance, education, caring for the poor and the
sick (and many other social activities) to secular institutions. And these new
guardians of society were increasingly subject to elections. In principle, this
democratization of society was intended to improve the lives of all members
of society. The world is still grappling with what forms of government are best
able to accomplish these tasks. Alma Wittlin, an important figure in modern

museum history writes,

OI2I01E Qs S, OCIol J2 /10 oI

1) Witling, A. S. (1949). The Museum,
Its History and Its Tasks in Education,
London, Routledge and Keagan Paul.

2) Sharon E. Shaffer, the Founding
Director of the Smithsonian
Institution’s model lab school has been
a prolific writer and major advocate
for young children in museums. See;
http://earlylearninginmuseums.com

3) In 1753 an Act of Parliament created
the world’s first free national public
museum that opened its doors to “all
studious and curious persons” in 1759.
Initially visitors had to apply for tickets
to see the museum’s collection and
visiting hours were strictly limited.

4) “Under the new calendar [in France
after the revolution], the décade had
replaced the seven-day week, and

at the Louvre the first five days were
reserved for artists and copyists, the
next two for cleaning, and the last
three for visitations by the people.”
Alexander, E.(1983). Museum Masters:
Their Museums and Their Influence.
Nashville, The American Association
for State and Local History.

15

Some of the great museums in the European capitals were founded in the
second half of the eighteenth and in the early nineteenth centuries. Yet
though in theory “public”, these early museums for a considerable time
were but a limited aid in the enlightenment of the masses. Witling, A. S.
(1949) The Museum, Its History and Its Tasks in Education, London,
Routledge and Keagan Paul.”

Public museums, one consequence of this major social upheaval became
crucial components of the larger concept of informal learning. It is worthwhile
to summarize briefly the origin and historic development of public museums
and the long path to the acceptance of children, including very young
children?), in museums and to acknowledge that our understanding of

“education” and “learning” has also been expanded over time.

My talk focuses on the development of the role of museums as educational
institutions and of education as it is or should be carried out in democratic
societies. Our understanding of the words “Children,” “Museum® and

“Education” have evolved over these two centuries.

Early public museums, such as the British Museum, London, 17593), were
crammed with objects and some had many visitors. Although images of the
museum show children present with their guardians, the cases are too high for
them to be able to see anything that is on display. Another early museum was
the Louvre in Paris, which became a museum when Napoleon came to power
and turned a former royal palace into a museum. During the Napoleonic

revolutionary period it was open to the public, but only on a limited basis.?)

Early literature about visitors and what they did in museums either ignores
children, or directly expresses the view that museums are not designed for
children’s amusement or education.

For example, in the earliest visitor study on record published in1884 (to my
knowledge, the first to report more than attendance figures) H. H. Higgins
classified visitors into three categories (Students, Observers, Loungers),

Including children in the third group. He writes:

Visitors to Museums may for convenience be assigned to one or other of
three classes—Students, Observers, Loungers ... little parties of children
found the table-cases convenient to race around ... It was easy to see them

... only as unmitigated plagues, but it was better to remember ... that the

Children, Museums and Education



large numbers [of Loungers] made them, after all, the most interesting

class of visitors.

About the same time, across the Atlantic Ocean, George Brown Goode,
Secretary (Director) of the Smithsonian Institution and a strong advocate for
the educative value of museums, was not interested in educating children. He

wrote,

I should not organize museums primarily for the use of people in their
larval or schoolgoing stage of existence . . . School days last, at the most,
only from five to fifteen years, and they end . . . before their minds have
reached the stage of growth favorable for the reception and assimilation

of the best and most useful thought.®)

Goode’s concept of how museums might be used to educate is also different
from modern ideas. He sees the labels as the primary source of knowledge to
be transmitted to visitors. He wrote, “An efficient educational museum may
be described as a collection of instructive labels, each illustrated by a well-

selected specimen.””)

At the first meeting in 1906, of what became the American Association of
Museums, some attendees suggested that the new association should join a
larger established organization for educators. Although many of the attendees
at these early meetings were directors or curators in university museums
and therefore represented academic institutions, they objected to joining an
education professional organization, presumably because education was not

their primary interest. Note in the picture that they were almost all men.

The first children’s museum, the Brooklyn Children’s Museum, a free-
standing branch of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences (now the
Brooklyn Museum) was dedicated exclusively to children and located in a
mansion in a borough of New York City in 1899. In a few years, it became
hugely successful and received attention from many quarters interested in
children and education. But the development of children’s museums as a
significant sector of the museum world proceeded very slowly. For decades,
the only such museums were in the United States, and there weren’t very
many of them. The second children’s museum was founded in Boston in
1913, the third opened four years later in Detroit in 1917, and the fourth

in Indianapolis in 1925. All four of the first children’s museums were either

OI2I0IE Qs S 2, oLl J2 /11 01|

5) Higgins. H. H. (1884). “Museums of
Natural History,” Transactions of the
Literary and Philosophical Society of
Liverpool, pp.183-221.

6) Goode, G. B. (1888/1991). “Museum-
History and Museums of History.” In

S. G. Kohlstedt, The Origins of Natural
Science in America: The Essays of
George Brown Washington, D. C.
Smithsonian Institution Press.

p.307.

7) Goode, G. B. (1888/1991). “Museum-
History and Museums of History.” In

S. G. Kohlstedt, The Origins of Natural
Science in America: The Essays

of George Brown Goode, pp.297-

319. Washington, D. C. Smithsonian
Institution Press, p.306.

8) https://www.childrensmuseums.org
9) https://www.hands-on-international.net

10) Young Baik(2018). “Participation
and Experience: Museum Education in
Korea since the 1980’s.” In Lang, C. and
J. Reeves, New Museum Practice in Asia.
London, Lund Humpbhries, p.68.

11) The influential Exploratorium in San
Francisco, opened in 1969.
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founded by a woman or had a woman director in its early years who was
responsible for its success. Only five more children’s museums were added in
the next 25 years, but some traditional museums began to recognize the value
of opening areas within their building dedicated to activities for children.
Progressive ideas about education (and about society) and the social role
of museums were influenced by the strong women who directed these early
children’s museums, as well as the activities of others (also often women) in

more traditional museums.

It wasn’t until the later 1950’s, well after the Second World War, that the
concept began to blossom within the museum establishment and spread across
the world. The current United States Association of Children’s Museums®)
was founded in 1962 after a few informal meetings of the directors of the
growing number of children’s museums in the United States. It now has
international membership as does Hands On! International Association of
Children’s Museums®), founded in the United Kingdom less than 30 years
ago, in 1994. Professor Young Baik reports that “there are more than 150
children’s museums in Korea.”'®) The blossoming of modern science centers

™ also brought attention to the educational value of museums for children.

In general, from their beginning children’s museums have always emphasize

a few major themes. These are:

- Embrace a wide range of educational opportunities for children,
- Use interactive exhibits, lectures, clubs, loans to individuals and schools,
- Often formally or informally have connections with local schools,
- Associate themselves with progressive education efforts and,
in the United States, often with progressive politics,
- Serve community needs,
- Are responsive to children’s interests,

- Are frequently developed and managed by women.

In more recent times, it is safe to say that:

- All museums now recognize their educational power, although
interpretations of this power vary considerably.

- Children’s Museums are common: there are hundreds all over the world.

- A century of ethnographic, anthropological, psychological, educational,
and biological research has influenced museum education.

- Liberal views of democracy have also influenced the practices of

Children, Museums and Education



children’s museums.

- Developments in technology have transformed and dramatically widened

their opportunities to educate.

Although the Covid-19 pandemic has slowed progress in both the founding
of new museums and the range of activities as many museums have had
to cut their educational staff, the movement for children in museums is
generally thriving. The range of social and scientific research going back to
the beginning of the 20th century and especially in the past 25 years, has
dramatically expanded the breadth of programs possible in museums, our
knowledge of and attitudes concerning learning, and the value of children’s
activities at all museums. Support for this grand modern vision comes from
many fields, including philosophy, ethnography and anthropology, psychology,
sociology, and biological research, all of which have influenced our conception
of education and especially how children learn. Many of these social sciences
have developed branches that focus specifically on children, their development,
and their socialization and lives, all of which are now relevant to learning in

the museum.

For me, high on the list of those outside the museum field whose work
contributed to the modern conception of children’s education and museums
is John Dewey, the American philosopher whose vast writings examine all the
fields mentioned above.

His guiding ideas include:

- The central ethical imperative in education is democracy, learned through
experience with nature (objects, things), and with others
(community, social interaction.)

- We construct knowledge through action.

- The power of imagination.

- Museums should be a component of school curriculum.

Dewey’s experimental elementary school, founded in 1896, included spaces
devoted to a wide range of human activity: cooking, carpentry, spinning
and weaving, etc. All these activities were open to both girls and boys. He
intended the school to serve as a model of what goes on in society outside of
schools. The children also regularly visited museums. He pointed out that the

work done in these activities allowed children to have experiences that could
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12) Dewey, J.(1900). The School and
Society, Chicago University Press,
p.89. (an alembic is a primitive
distillation flask)

13) Sang Hyun Kim(2013). “The
Problem of Authority: What Can
Korean Education Learn From
Dewey?” Education & Culture, 29(1),
pp.64-83.

14) See especially, Rogoff, B.(2003).
The Cultural Nature of Human
Development, 2003, Oxford University
Press.
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contribute to their learning and would connect what happened in school with

their lives outside of the school.
He wrote,

in the ideal school the art work might be considered to be that of the
shops, passed through the alembic of library and museum into action

again.’?)

Dewey applied the same principles to other subjects, especially to history
and science. For him, shops, (meaning places where work is done, not places
where people buy and sell things), gardens, libraries and museums where all

components of the ideal school.

Dewey was also a champion for democracy as the best political system for
humans and his writing on education, which includes references to museums,
makes this clear. His work is still widely cited. For example, recently Dewey
has been referenced by a Korean scholar discussing the problem of authority
and social change in Korean education in a society that is moving toward
embracing western democracy after its traditional adherence to Confusian

concepts of authority in education.’®

Child development theory and especially the cultural component of this
social science should be of interest to all who are associated with children
and museums. Children’s museums staff can, and usually do, encourage
activities that involve children with each other, and they need to consider how
such interactions may assist children to becoming members of a democratic
society: caring for others, and working together, all attributes that can support
democratic principles. A researcher in this field I particularly respect is Barbara
Rogoff'¥) who has worked closely with museums on these topics. There is a
wide range of what human societies consider normal for young children and

what contributes to developing positive social community actions.

Other examples of promoting strong social action in museums come from
progressive education programs outside the museum world that employ
museum-like educational practices. One such model is the Reggio Emilia
educational method for young children. Besides promoting “the hundred
languages of children,” that is, taking advantage of the many ways children

can learn through engaging in a range of activities, the program encourages
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group activities and games that promote democratic practices of cooperation
and working together. The Italian founders of this post World War II program
were strongly influenced by John Dewey’s philosophy.15)

Thanks to the research and attention to children in museums in very
recent years, the museum profession can now claim its own developments
and research that can serve as models for combining the words “children”,
“museums” and “education®. The past 40 years have seen an enormous growth
of both practice and research in programs for children in the entire museum

world.

Here are a few examples from the Boston Children’s Museum, my local
children’s museum. In addition to its usual programs and exhibits, to support
its audience and provide social services to the community. Their web site

reports,

Its staff work with professionals from local and national institutions
such as Children’s Hospital Boston, The Forsyth Institute for Dental
Health, American Physiological Society, and government agencies such as
Massachusetts Department of Mental Health and Boston Public Health
Commission to present programs that meet the needs of families and

share current understanding of best practices in health and wellness.'6)

One of my favorite specific examples of a socially relevant exhibition from
earlier work at the Boston Children’s Museum is “What if You Couldn’t,” an
exhibition by the late Janet Kamien in 1976 that enabled children to explore
the world from the perspective of children who had disabilities. This was the
first children’s museum exhibit that helped children experience what it would

be like to live with a disability.

Another simple, but imaginative and brilliant action from the same museum
was Jeri Robinson’s idea to ask for the home address for every child who came
to the museum through a program that brought classes of young children
from Head Start centers (a government program for pre-school children) to
the museum. These children included many from recent immigrant families
and other families who had limited resources. She then sent each of those
children a letter addressed to them thanking them for coming to the museum
and explaining what they could do with this piece of mail. Why did she do

this? Because having a piece of mail addressed to you was the requirement
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15) See Lindsay, G. M.(2015).
“Reflections in the mirror of

Reggio Emilia’s soul: John Dewey’s
foundational influence on pedagogy
in the Italian educational project”.
https://ro.uow.edu.au/cgi/viewconte
nt.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article
=2871&context=sspapers. Retrieved
Sept. 24, 2021.

16) https://bostonchildrensmuseum.
org/exhibits-programs/programs/
health-wellness
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17) “A collective endeavor” https://
www.bcmstories.com/story07-
1.php?page=media

18) See, Journal of Museum
Education(2012). “Special Issue on
Early Learning.” 37(1).

19) Shaeffer, S. E.(2015). Engaging
Young Children in Museums,
Routledge; Hackett, A., R. Holmes,
C. Marae, eds.(2020). Working

with Young Children in Museums,
Routledge; Shaffer S. E., ed.(2021).
International Thinking on Children

in Museums: A Sociocultural View of
Practice. Routledge.

20) See E. Bailey, CuriOdyssey: A
Research Study Conducted Summer
(2016)—Winter (2017). Presentation
at ICOM/CECA Meeting, Thilisi
September(2018). (in publication)
The abstract reads, “We were
presented with a research challenge
by a science centre for children. Can
we prove that learning takes place for
their young visitors in this setting? ...
But despite the rich data and findings
emerging from these studies, we
felt that these did not provide to our
satisfaction “proof” of this concept.
To resolve our dissatisfaction, we
decided to conduct a review of the
literature relating to the cognitive
development of young children ...

We were impressed to see that our
findings did provide evidence and
align with research findings from the
cognitive development literature! ...
we do feel that this approach holds
great potential for helping to add
scholarship and credibility to the
concept that ... museums provide

a true learning setting for younger
children.”
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needed to receive a library card in the Boston Public Library system.

The Boston Children’s Museum also addressed issues of democratic
practice in its own organization. At least in earlier years, and perhaps still,
the museum worked to develop an administrative structure that matched the
Deweyan conception of democratic practice. Elaine Gurian has described this
eloquently.

“We were the equivalent of a commune. We were, at a time in America
when collective action had a brand new and politically viable currency,
where the structure of the single leader and the followers was going on
all around us, we were all politically left wing as was Michael Spock, and
we had a deeply . . . held belief in the value of individuals and the value of

inclusion and we worked desperately hard to make that happen..'”)

Finally, I want to recognize the particularly impressive very recent advances
in documenting the practice and research about children, museums, and
education. Not too long ago, a whole issue of The Journal of Museum
Education was dedicated to children in museums,’® and there are several
recent outstanding books that report on interesting and successful programs
for children in museums and some research accompanying them.?)
Application of the advances in knowledge concerning cognitive development
has also appeared in visitor studies reports of museum activities primarily
for children.29) I imagine that there is additional literature on these topics in

languages I don’t read.
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Fuji Kindergarten

Design by Takaharu + Yui Tezuka /
TEZUKA ARCHITECTS

Photo by Katsuhisa Kida/FOTOTECA
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Asahi Kindergarten Phase Il
Design by Takaharu + Yui Tezuka /
TEZUKA ARCHITECTS

Photo by Katsuhisa Kida/FOTOTECA
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Children Center of MIRAIZU
SORA

Design by Takaharu + Yui Tezuka /
TEZUKA ARCHITECTS
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Muku Nursery
Design by Takahru Tezuka + Yui Tezuka + Kenta Yano / TEZUKA ARCHITECTS
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Woods of Net

Design by Takaharu + Yui Tezuka /
TEZUKA ARCHITECTS

Photo by Katsuhisa Kida/FOTOTECA
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