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Meeting Lacquerware
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Lacquerware, refers to objects coated with lacquer, a varnish made from the sap of the lacquer tree. Processing, applying,
and decorating the lacquer takes a long time, which is why the craft of lacquerware is considered an “art of time.”
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Compare these flower-shaped vessels made of different materials.
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Depending on the number of layers applied, different colors can be produced. Compare each color. How do they differ?
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Why do you think people in the past used lacquerware?
What are the advantages of varnishing objects with lacquer?
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Decorating Lacquerware
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Lacquerware is decorated using diverse techniques, including overall varnish, painted designs, and application of other materials.
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Coating with Varnish
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Coating the object with an overall varnish, commonly black or red,
is the most basic lacquerware technique.
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Which color would you use?
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Painting Designs
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Which color was used for the painting? Closely observe the design.
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Applying Precious Materials
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Precious materials such as gold, silver, and mother-of-pear| are
used for decoration.
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Which material would you use?
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Brilliant Light - Korea’s Mother-of-pearl Lacquerware
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Korean lacquerware has long been decorated using the najeon (L%

M, “inlaid mother-of-pearl”) technique, in which abalone,
conch, or clam shells are cut and inlaid into the lacquer to create a design.

I 2 A LEHEY|2, 0] et 22 HE 2 AKX
O HOIU= &7 [= H MA 0| B 3-=0[0L.
This Goryeo-period mother-of-pearl lacquerware box is

one of only three such boxes in the world that remain
perfectly intact including the decorations.
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What flower is depicted? What would you keep in this box?
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This tea table is shaped like a lotus leaf and stem.
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How would you use this tea table? What animals live inside the lotus leaf?
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The Beauty of Carving - Chinese Diaogi Lacquerware
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China developed the diaoqi (B, “carved lacquer”)
technique, in which decorative carvings are engraved
into a repeatedly and thickly lacquered surface.
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How many people can you see?
What scene does it depict?
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A Feast of Gold - Japanese Maki-e Lacquerware
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Japan developed the Maki-e (42, “sprinkled picture”) AXIO|A] OftH £Z10]| HOILI2? ({BEL iH E2H £2 7T AlLI2?
technique, in which gold powder is sprinkled onto

lacquered images or designs. What kind of landscape do you see on the case?

What is your favorite landscape to enjoy?
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Lacquerware in Southeast Asia
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This is a Buddhist manuscript chest.
Myanmar developed the thayo (“lacquered putty”)

technique, in which a paste is made of lacquer
and other materials is applied and moulded.
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Why do you think the chest has legs? 0] MAIZL| LIHX| RES 2-ESHEAM2.

Complete the rest of the design.
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Compare and contrast the lacquerware of Korea, China, Japan, and Myanmar.
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Transcending Boundaries
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Lacquerware as Tourism Product
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Lacquerware is Myanmar’s representative tourism product. This barrel is decorated using the yun (“incised”) technique and
features decorative engraving using different pigments.

ES0l= o 128 JIR=X] 0[0F7[53H EMIL.
HEH0= OfH 23S ARSK| Sl 2ML.

A

y Discuss the images on the barrel.
What do you think is painted on the hidden side?
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Lacquerware Exported to Europe
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Lacquerware has traditionally been produced and used in Asia,

as that is where lacquer trees natively grow.
Asian lacquerware was exported to Europe from the 16th century,
where it became a luxury good enjoyed by the royalty and aristocracy.
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What was this object used for?
What does “IHS” mean? Lix 2 Op7|0f| 2225 EM0Y | 2

What letters would you engrave?
y 9 © colbase(https://colbase.nich.go.jp/collection_items/tnm/H-4428%locale=ja)
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Social Change in Late Joseon and Mother-of-pearl Lacquerware
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As more people used mother-of-pearl lacquerware in the late Joseon period, the decorative
designs became more diverse. Auspicious symbols for happiness and prosperity were popular.
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This chest or safe, called gakkesuri (7PH==2l) in Korean, was used store precious items
and is decorated with auspicious designs.
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Find the auspicious symbols on the chest. What wish might the artisan have had in mind when making this chest?
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What was this item used for?
Compare and contrast this item with its modern equivalent.
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Front pattern Rear pattern
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