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The scholar’s “four friends” are hidden throughout the
museum. Find each of the objects shown here and place
the stickers on the appropriate images.

To locate the galleries, please refer to the maps below.
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This double-ended lacquered brush is the oldest

brush to be discovered in Korea. Try to imagine what
it would have looked like when it still had its hair.
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In the time before paper, people wrote on slips of wood or
bamboo. What might have been written on such precious
wooden tablets? Write your own message below.
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This large inkstone is supported by many animal legs.
How many legs are there in total?
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The intensity of the ink’s color depends on the

amount of water used when grinding the inkstick.

Take a look at the calligraphy and paintings hung in the
gallery. Can you notice the different ink intensities?

Portable writing utensils allowed a scholar
to write while on the road. Try to imagine
yourself as a traveling scholar, opening
the ink container, dipping the

small brush in the ink, and

writing a travelogue.

Inkstones were made of all kinds of materials.
How many of each kind can you find?
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Can you find this large, ornate

paper holder? What kind of paper
do you think was kept in it?
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Carefully observe the grape
designs on this inkstone and
try tracing them with your eyes.
Can you see where the inkstick
grinding surface ends and the
ink well begins?
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This multi-compartment brush
stand made of four bamboo
tubes is designed to store
brushes of different sizes.

Try to assemble the brush
stand using the stickers.
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Wood and Lacquer Crafts | \Where did the scholar reside?
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Visit the scholar’s study, called sarangbang in Korean.
Here are two desks used by the scholar for writing and
reading. Can you spot the similarities and differences
between them? Why might the ends of the desk on the left
curve upward?
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White Porcelain What other items did the scholar use?

AL MES2 BIF0| H2 2 [ G0 = 22 54 LR HH MERSLICE
CHfet %S 2HASH 242t offH 2YQIX| eiZsl EAL.

The people of the past always kept a water dropper close by
when making ink. Can you connect each water dropper to its
respective shape?
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Abrush (but, &) is a tool used for writing or painting.

Its end is dipped in ink or other pigments.
Typically, its handle was made of a bamboo or
wooden tube, and its end was made of animal hair.
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An inkstick (meok, %) is made by combining burnt
soot from pine wood or vegetable oil with glue and
letting the mixture dry. It was usually black,
but also came in other colors.

Try writing the names of the “four friends” in Hangeul.
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An inkstone (byeoru, Hi&) is used to make liquid
ink from an inkstick. It has a flat surface for
grinding and dissolving the inkstick into water
and an indented well for collecting the liquid ink.
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In Korea, paper (jong’i, 9|) is traditionally made from the
bark of the mulberry tree using a laborious manufacturing
process. With the addition of various pigments, colored
paper could also be produced.
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